
 
If you have livestock, chances are your biggest 
expense is feed. And in Ashland County, the odds 
are also pretty high that you use grazing as a tool to 
reduce your out-of-pocket feed costs. 

     But what if you could sit down this winter with 
Ashland SWCD staff and come up with a grazing 
plan that would not only save you money by 
increasing the productivity of your pastures, but it 
would improve your soil’s health at the same time? 
And wouldn’t it be even better if that planning didn’t 
cost you a dime? We think so, too!

     That’s why Conservation Specialist Katie 
Eikleberry will be working with Ashland County 
livestock producers this winter to develop grazing 
plans for their operations. And those plans don’t 
have to be labor intensive; the plan can be for 
continuous grazing, simple rotational, or intensive 
rotational grazing operations.
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WHAT'S COMING UP

Ashland SWCD Office Closed: 


January 2: New Year’s Day observed

January 16: Martin Luther King, Jr/ Day

February 20: President’s Day


Board Meetings  (SWCD office at 9 a.m.)

January 11, February 8, and March 8


Conservation Chats:.

January 5: Great Grazing (6 p.m.) 
February 9: Your Conservation Fieldprint (1 p.m.)

March: The CAUV Scoop (details pending)

April 22: All About Arbor Day (10 a.m.)


Spring Fish Stocking Sale:

          Order deadline: March 31; Pickup April 11 


Tree Seedling Sale:

          Order deadline: March 10 ; Pickup April  21-22


Grazing plans maximize profits and soil health


     “We’re excited to be implementing a new grazing plan 
cost share program in partnership with the Muskingum 
Watershed Conservancy District with six producers 
creating grazing plans for 339 acres,”  Katie said. “But 
even if producers did not get in on this first round of 
funding, we’re hoping this program will continue next 
year. And for producers outside of the Muskingum 
watershed, we’re more than willing work with them to 
explore options and develop a plan that works for them.”

     But why are grazing plans so important? With today’s 
tight profit margins and rising input costs, it’s more 
important than ever to make sure you are as efficient as 
possible in using your grazing forage, whenever you’re 
using grazing to lower your feed costs or to make 
unproductive cropland productive.

    Producers can weigh the pros and cons of different 
grazing systems and determine what works best for 
their operation. Rotational grazing is more productive 
than continuous grazing, but for some farms the 
increased management doesn’t pencil out. Either way, 
overgrazing results in lower pasture quality and 
productivity, and farmers need a grazing backup plan 
for when things go wrong. For more information, 
contact Katie at 419-281-7645.




Thank you to our 2022 
Affiliate Members!


Platinum Level


Art of Gardening Club

Centerra Cooperative

Gerwig's White Barn


Grandpa's Cheesebarn & Sweetie's Chocolates

Honey Haven Farm


McClaflin Farms, Ltd.

Centerra Cooperative


Simonson Construction Services

Truax Printing


Silver Level


Mark Haynes Construction

Rooks Bros.


Will O'Dell Nursery


Bronze Level


Cheryl Koehler

Forbes Farmstead Market 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Meet the Staff: 


Lynnsey Winchell

Staff Member Since: October 2023


Lynnsey joined Ashland SWCD as our outreach  
specialist & will be working with our district 

educational and outreach activities, from 
monthly Conservation Chats and school 

programs to volunteer programming at the 
Hazel Willis Woods and our annual Rain Beat 

on Main Street event.


 A 2022 graduate of Allegheny College with a 
bachelor’s degree in Environmental & Political 

Science, Lynnsey one day hopes to pursue a 
career in law. 


Lynnsey lives with her family in Creston and 
enjoys spending time with her dog, chickens, 
and snake. Lynnsey is also an avid tuba player 
and had enjoyed her experiences working on 

dairy farms as well.


 Favorite Quote 
“Never regret anything that makes you smile.” 

—Mark Twain


Ashland SWCD Board:
Justin Ringler: Chair


Roger Amos: Vice Chair 
Valerie Hall: Secretary


Karen Welch: Fiscal Officer

Steve Hughes: Equipment Mgr.
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Don’t miss our hands-on 2023 Conservation Chats 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Jake Peer from Peer Family Forestry walked us through woods 
damaged by last June’s derecho at our October Conservation 

Chat: Forestry FAQs

Conservation Specialist Katie Eikleberry worked one-on-
one with producers like Dale Libben at our September 

Conservation Chat: Nutrient Know How to develop 
voluntary nutrient management plans.

Fender’s Fish Hatchery kept everyone on the edge of their 
seats learning about best management practices for ponds


 at our November Conservation Chat: Prep Your Pond.
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West Holmes FFA’s Ag Issues team spoke about Precision Conservation at our March chat. They placed 4th in the state!
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Keep fields white & manure-free this winter
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Manure must be injected or immediately incorporated 
& cannot exceed 5,000 gallons/acre.

Land must have at least 90% surface residue; that most 
likely means cover crop ground or forage fields.

Apply to least risky fields with the least slope. Fields 
with over a 6% slope (that’s a lot of Ashland County!) 
must be applied in alternating 60-200 feet strips on 
the contour.

Manure cannot be applied on more than 20 
contiguous acres.

Application must be setback to a minimum of 200 feet 
from all surface water & 300 feet from all wells, 
springs and drinking water.

Application rates cannot exceed those specified in 
Table 3, page 16 of the NRCS Conservation Standard 
Code 590, Nutrient Management.

Ashland SWCD never recommends 
applying manure to frozen or snow-
covered ground. However, sometimes 

“stuff” happens and emergency application may be 
necessary to prevent storage overflow. If that happens, 
remember to only spread enough manure to prevent 
manure overflow until soil conditions improve. 

     Follow these guidelines, but understand that even by 
following them, you are still ultimately responsible if 
manure from your application enters waters of the state 
(ditches, creeks, streams, rivers, etc.). And remember to 
keep ALL manure application records for 5 years!

     Remember to have your soil tested every 3 years (our 
office offers soil testing) and to test your manure for 
nutrient levels before application (we offer those, too!). 
For questions on soil and manure testing, contact 
Outreach Specialist Lynnsey Winchell, and for questions 
on manure applications, contact Conservation Specialist 
Katie Eikleberry at 419-281-7645. 


http://ashlandswcd.com
http://facebook.com/AshlandSWCD

